King of Prayers

The Extraordinary Aspiration of the Practice
of Samantabhadra

(Skt: Samantabhadracharya Pranidhanaraja)

(Tib: ’ phags-pabzang-po spyod-pa’ i smon-lam-gyi rgyal-po)

| bow downto theyouthful AryaManjushri.
1. Youlionsamong humans,
Goneto freedomin the present, past and future,

Intheworlds of ten directions,

Toadll of you, with body, speech and sinceremind, | bow down.

2. Withthe energy of aspiration for the Bodhi sattvaway,
With asense of deep respect

Andwith asmany bodiesasatoms of theworld,

Toall you Buddhasvisualized asred, | bow down.

3. On every atom are Buddhas numberlessas atoms,

Each amidst ahost of Bodhisattvas,

And | am confident the sphere of all phenomena
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Isentirely filled with Buddhasin thisway.

4. Withinfinite oceansof praisefor you,
And oceans of sound from the aspectsof my voice,
| sing the breathtaking excellence of Buddhas,

And celebrateall of you goneto bliss.

5. Beautiful flowersand regal garlands,
Sweet music, scented oilsand parasols,
Sparkling lightsand sublimeincense,

| offer to you victoriousones.

6. Finedressand fragrant perfumes,
Sandalwood powder heaped high asMount Meru,
All wondrous offeringsin spectacul ar array,

| offer to you victoriousones.

7. With transcendent offerings peerlessand vast,
With profound admiration for all the Buddhas,
With strength of conviction in the Bodhi sattvaway,

| offer and bow down to all victoriousones.
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8. Every harmful action | havedone

With my body, speech and mind,
Overwhelmed by attachment, anger and confusion,

All thesel openly lay bare beforeyou.

9.1 liftupmy heart and rejoicein all the merit
Of the Buddhasand Bodhisattvasin ten directions,
Of solitary redlizers, hearersstill training, and those beyond,

And of al ordinary beings.

10. Youwho arethebright lights of worldsinten directions,

Who have attained a Buddha’ s omni science through the stages of
awakening,
All youwho aremy guides,

Please turn the supremewheel of Dharma.

11. With palmstogether, | earnestly request

You who may actualize Parinirvana,

Please stay with usfor eons numberless asatoms of theworld,
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For the happinessand well-being of al wanderersin Samsara.

12. Whatever dight merit | may have created,
By paying homage, offering and acknowledging my faullts,
Re oicing and requesting that the Buddhas stay and teach,

| now dedicateall thisfor thefull awakening of all beings.

13. May you Buddhasnow living in theworlds of ten directions,
Andall you goneto freedomin the past, accept my offerings.
May those not yet arisen, quickly perfect their minds,

Awakening asfully enlightened ones.

14. May dl worldsintendirections,
Beentirely pureand vast.
May they befilled with Bodhisattvas

Surrounding Buddhas gathered beneath aBodhi tree.

15. May asmany beingsasexist inten directions,
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Bealwayswell and happy.
May all Samsaric beingsliveinaccord withthe Dharma,

Andmay their every Dharmawish befulfilled.

16. Remembering my past livesin all varietiesof existence,
May | practisethe Bodhisattvaway,
Andthus, ineach cycle of death, migration and birth,

May | alwaysabandon the householder’slife.

17. Then, followingin thefootstepsof al the Buddhas,
And perfecting the practice of aBodhisattva,
May | always act without error or compromise,

With ethical disciplinefaultlessand pure.

18. May | teach the Dharmain the language of gods,
In every language of spirits and nagas,
Of humans and of demons,

And in the voice of every form of being.
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19. May | be gentle-minded, cultivating the six paramitas,
And never forget Bodhichitta.
May | completely cleanse, without omission,

Every negativity and al that obscures this awakening mind.

20. May | traverse all my livesin the world,
Free of karma, afflictions and interfering forces,
Just as the lotus blossom is undisturbed by the water’'s wave,

Just as the sun and moon move unhindered through the sky.

21. May | ease the suffering in the lower realms

And in the many directions and dimensions of the universe.
May | guide all wanderersin Samsarato the pure bliss of
awakening

And be of worldly benefit to them aswell.

22. May | practise constantly for eonsto come,
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Perfecting the activities of awakening,
Acting in harmony with the various dispositions of beings,

Showing the ways of a Bodhisattva.

23. May | aways have the friendship
Of those whose path islike mine,
And with body, words and also mind,

May we practise together the same aspirations and activities.

24. May | always meet a spiritual mentor
And never displease that excellent friend,
Who deeply wishesto help me

And expertly teaches the Bodhisattva way.

25. May | aways directly see the Buddhas,
Masters encircled by Bodhisattvas,
And without pause or discouragement for eonsto come,

May | make extensive offerings to them.
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26. May | hold within me the Buddha's genuine Dharma,
[lluminate everywhere the teachings that awaken,
Embody the realizations of a Bodhisattva,

And practise ardently in all future eons.

27. Whilecircling through all states of existence,
May | become an endless treasure of good qualities —
Skilful means, wisdom, samadhi and liberating stabilizations—

Gathering limitless pristine wisdom and merit.

28. On one atom, | shall see
Buddha fields numberless as atoms,
Inconceivable Buddhas among Bodhisattvasin every field,

Practising the activities of awakening.

29. Perceiving thisin all directions,

| diveinto an ocean of Buddha-fields,
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Each an ocean of three times' Buddhas in the space of a wisp of
hair.

So |, too, will practise for an ocean of eons.

30. Thus, | am continually immersed in the speech of the
Buddhas,

Expression that reveals an ocean of qualitiesin one word,
The completely pure eloquence of all the Buddhas,

Communication suited to the varied tendencies of beings.

31. With strength of understanding, | plunge
Into the infinite enlightened speech of the Dharma
Of al Buddhasin three times gone to freedom,

Who continually turn the wheel of Dharma methods.

32. | shall experiencein one moment,
Such vast activity of all future eons,

And | will enter into all eons of the three times
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In but afraction of a second.

33. Inoneinstant, | shall see al those awakened beings,
Past, present and future lions among humans,
Andwith the power of theillusion-like stabilization,

| will constantly engagein their inconceivable activity.

34. |1 shall manifest upon one single atom,
The array of Pure Lands present, past and future.
Likewise, | shall enter the array of pure Buddha-fields

In every direction without exception.

35. | shall enter the very presence of all my guides,
Those lights of thisworld who are yet to appear,
Those sequentially turning the wheels of complete awakening,

Those who reveal Nirvana— final, perfect peace.

36. May | achieve the power of swift, magical emanation,
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The power to lead to the great vehicle through every approach,
The power of always beneficial activity,

The power of love pervading all realms,

37. The power of al surpassing merit,
The power of supreme knowledge unobstructed by discrimination,
And through the powers of wisdom, skilful means and samadhi,

May | achieve the perfect power of awakening.

38. Purifying the power of all contaminated actions,
Crushing the power of disturbing emotionsat their root,
Defusing the power of interfering forces,

| shall perfect the power of the Bodhisattva practice.

39. May | purify an ocean of worlds,
May | free an ocean of beings,
May | clearly see an ocean of Dharma,

May | realize an ocean of pristine wisdom.
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40. May | purify an ocean of activities,
May | fulfil an ocean of aspirations,
May | make offerings to an ocean of Buddhas,

May | practise without discouragement for an ocean of eons.

41. To awaken fully through this Bodhisattva way,
| shall fulfil without exception,
All the diverse aspirations of the awakening practice

Of al Buddhas gone to freedom in the three times everywhere.

42. In order to practise exactly as the wise one
Called Samantabhadra, * All-Embracing Good',
The elder brother of the sons and daughters of the Buddhas,

| completely dedicate all this goodness.

43. Likewise, may | dedicate
Just as the skilful Samantabhadra,

With pure body, speech and mind,
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Pure actions and pure Buddha-fields.

44. | shall giveriseto the aspirations of Manjushri
For this Bodhisattva practice of all-embracing good,
To perfect these practices

Without discouragement or pausein al future eons.

45. May my pure activities be endless,
My good qualities boundless,
And through abiding inimmeasurabl e activity,

May | actualizeinfinite emanations.

46. Limitlessisthe end of space,
Likewise, limitlessareliving beings,
Thus, limitless are karmaand afflictions.

May my aspiration’s reach be limitlessas well.

47. One may offer to the Buddhas
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All wesalth and adornments of infiniteworldsin ten directions,
And one may offer during eons numberless as atoms of the world

Even the greatest happiness of gods and humans;

48. But whoever hears this extraordinary aspiration
Andlonging for highest awakening,
Givesrisetofaith just once,

Creates far more precious merit.

49. Those who make this heartfelt aspiration for the Bodhisattva
way

Will befree of all lower rebirths,

Free of harmful companions,

Andwill quickly seeAmitabha, Infinite Light.

50. And evenin thisvery human life,
They will be nourished by happiness and have all conducive

circumstances.
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Without waiting long,

They will become like Samantabhadra himself.

51. Those who give voiceto this extraordinary aspiration
Will quickly and completely purify
Thefive boundless harmful actions

Created under the power of ignorance.

52. Blessed with supreme knowledge,

Excellent body, family, attributes and appearance,

They will beinvincibleto vast interfering forces and misleading
teachers,

And all the three worlds will make offerings.

53. Going quickly to the noble Bodhi tree
And sitting there to benefit sentient beings,
Subduing all interfering forces,

They will fully awaken and turn the great wheel of Dharma.
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54. Have no doubt that compl ete awakening
Isthe fully ripened result — comprehended only by a Buddha—
Of holding in mind by teaching, reading or reciting

This aspiration of the Bodhisattva practice.

55. Inorder totrainjust like
The hero Manjushri who knowsreality asitis
Andjust like Samantabhadra as well,

| completely dedicate al this goodness, just asthey did.

56. With that dedication which is praised as greatest
By all the Buddhas gone to freedom in the three times,
I, too, dedicate all my roots of goodness

For the attainments of the Bodhisattva practice.

57. When the moment of my death arrives,
By eliminating all obscurations

Anddirectly perceiving Amitabha,
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May | go immediately to Sukhavati, Pure Land of Great Joy.

58. Having goneto Sukhavati,
May | actualize the meaning of these aspirations,
Fulfilling them all without exception,

For the benefit of beings for aslong as this world endures.

59. Born from an extremely beautiful, superlative lotus
Inthisjoyful land, the Buddha s magnificent mandal a,
May | receive a prediction of my awakening

Directly from the Buddha Amitabha.

60. Having received a prediction there,
May | create vast benefit
For beingsthroughout the ten directions,

With abillion emanations by the power of wisdom.

61. Through even the small virtue | have accumul ated
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By offering this prayer of the Bodhisattva practice,
May all the positive aspirations of beings

Befulfilled in an instant.

62. Through creating limitless merit
By dedicating this prayer of Samantabhadra’s deeds,
May al beingsdrowning inthistorrent of suffering,

Enter the presence of Amitabha.

63. Through thisking of aspirations, which isthe greatest of the
sublime,

Helping infinite wanderersin Samsara,

Through the accomplishment of this scripture dazzling with
Samantabhadra’s practice,

May suffering realms be utterly emptied of all beings.

Thus, The Extraordinary Aspiration of the Practice of
Samantabhadra, also known as The King of Prayers, from
the Gandavyuha chapter of the Avatamsaka Sutra (translated
by Jinamitra, Surendrabodhi, and Yeshe-de, circa 900 C.E.),
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is complete. The Tibetan was compared with the Sanskrit and
revised by Lotsawa Vairochana.

Translator’s colophon: Translated by Jesse Fenton in Seattle,
Washington in 2002 by request of her teacher, Venerable
Thubten Chodroén, relying on the commentary Ornament
Clarifying the Exalted Intention of Samantabhadra (' phags
pa bzang po spyod pa’'i smon lam gyi rnam par bshad pa kun
tu bzang po’'i dgongs pa gsal bar byed pa'i rgyan) by
Jangkya Rolpéi Dorje, and on clarification of many difficult
points by the very kind Khensur Rinpoche Konchog Tsering
of Ganden Monastery.
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