Hymnto (TheBuddha) - TheWor|d Transcendent
(Skt: Lokatistava)
(Tib: Jigten Laydhay Par Toepa)
- Arya Nagarjuna

Homageto Manjushri!

| bow to you, theworld transcendent,
You who are versed in the gnosis of absence.
For the benefit of theworld

You' ve suffered long with great compassion.

That apart from the mere aggregates
No sentient being exists, you uphold.
Yet, great sage, you continueto remain

Perfectly immersed inthewelfare of beings.

Wiseone, you' vedeclared to the intelligent ones
That aggregatestoo are comparable
Toanilluson,amirage,

A city of Gandharvasand adream.

Thosewhich originatefrom acause,
Without that (cause), they do not exist;
Sowhy would you not uphold
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That clearly they'rejust likereflections!

The (four great) elementsareimperceptibleto the eye,
So how can entities be perceptibleto the eye?
Clearly rejecting the apprehension of matter itself,

You speak of matter in thismanner.

Sincewithout thefelt thereisnofedling;
Fedingitsalf isdevoid of sdlf;
So you uphold that what isfelt too

Isdevoid of intrinsic existence.

If aword and itsreferent are not different,
(Theword) firewould burn one’ smouith;
If they’ redifferent, there [| be no comprehension.

This, you, the speaker of truth, have stated.

An agent isautonomous and hisaction too;
Thisyou’ ve expressed conventionaly.
You uphold that they’ re established

Only intermsof mutual dependence.

There exists no agent, no subject too;

No merit (exists), they arisethrough dependence.

166



10.

13.

14.

“Though dependently arisen, they’ reunborn;”
Soyou’ veproclaimed, O Master of Words.

Without being known, it’snot an object of knowledge;
Without that, thereisno consciousnessaswell.
Therefore, the knower and the known

Possessnointrinsicredlity, you' ve said.

If the characteristicisdifferent from the characterized,
The characterized would exi st without the characteristic;
You'veclearly stated (al so) that neither exists

If they’ re (conceived of as) non-different.

Devoid of characteristic and the characterized,
And freefrom utterances of words,

With your eyes of (perfect) gnosis,

You bring tranquility to beings.

An existent thing doesnot arise;
Nor does anon-existent aswell, nor do both;
Neither fromitsalf nor from another,

Nor from both; how can therebearising?

It'slogical for an existent to endure;
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15.

16.

17.

18.

Not sofor (such athing) to disintegrate.
Sinceit’slogical for anon-existent not to endure,

It cannot cometo disintegrate.

Firstof al, itisillogica for an effect to emerge
From acausethat isitself destructed,
(It) doesnot (arise) from an undestructed (too).

You accept adream-likearising.

The emergence of effectsfrom a cause
Through destruction or non-destruction,
Thisoriginationisliketheoccurrenceof anillusion;

You taught that everythingislikewiseaswell.

Thereforeyou fully understood
Thisworld to have emerged fromidegtion,
And even when emerging, you' ve declared,

“Thereisno arising and no disintegration.”

In permanencethereisno Samsarg;

Inimpermanencetoo thereisno Samsara.

You, supreme among thosewho’ verealized suchness,

You' vedeclared Samsarato belikeadream.
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19.

21

Dialecticiansassert that suffering iscreated by itself;
Created by another, by both self and ancther,

Or that they have no cause (at all).

You' vestated it to be dependent origination.

That which originatesthrough dependence,
Thisyou maintainto be empty;

That noindependent entity exists,

You, the peerless, (proclaimed) inalion’sroar.

Sinceyou teach the ambrosiaof emptiness
To help abandon al conceptualizations,
Hewho clingstothis(i.e., emptiness).

Thisyou’ vestrongly condemned.

Sincethey’ reinert, dependent, empty,
Likeanillusion, and arisen out of conditions,
You vemadeit familiar (to theworld)

That al phenomenalack redlity.

Thereisnothing that you' ve brought forth;
Thereisnothing that you have negated;
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You' ve comprehended that suchness,

Asitwasbefore, soit isafterwards.

24.  Without entering the meditation
Asshown by the Noble Ones,

Can consciousness ever becomesignless?

25.  Without entering signlessness
Thereisnoliberation, you' vedeclared;
So you presented this (signlessness)

Initsentirety inthe Great Vehicle (Sutras).

26. By praisingyou, avessel worthy of praise,
Whatever merits| may have obtained,
Throughthis, may all beingswithout exception

Becomefreefrom bondageto signs.

Colophon: This concludes Hymn to (the Buddha), The World
Transcendent (Skt: Lokatistava composed by the master Noble
Nagarjuna. English translation by.Thupten Jinpa PhD, 2007.
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