Noble Pursuit:

Revealing One's Personal Realizations
(Tib: Togjoe Dhunlek Ma)
- Lama Tsongkhapa

Om! May virtueprevail.

1. TheGuru, theeyesto seefavourable states,
A respitefor thosewandering in Samsaric paths,
Theroot of virtuesand happiness,
| prostrate at your feet, Venerable Manjushri, thetreasure

of wisdom.

2. Rgoicinginvirtueissaidto besupreme.

By generating an overflowing attitude of rejoicing over past
virtues, without the rise of ostentatiousness,
TheBuddhasaid, “thevirtues of the past will proliferate.”
With conviction in the Buddha swords, and upon seeing

other benefits, it isworthwhilethat one practisesrejoicing.

3. Attheoutset, | pursued vast learning.
Inthemiddle, all scripturesresoundedto measpith
ingtructions.

Intheend, | practised day and night.
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4.

And | dedicated all my virtuestowards proliferating the
Dharma.

Reflecting thus, the aspired goal turnsnoble.
Immensely grateful toyouam |, Manjushri, thetreasure

of wisdom.

If not lit by thegenuinelamp of learning,

The path will not be seen, let a one reach the supreme

city of Nirvana

Knowing this, freed of complacence over partial and
superficid understanding, | assiduoudly studied all thetexts
by Maitreya, the Six Ornaments and the Two Supremes.
Reflecting thus, the aspired goa turnsnoble.

Immensely grateful toyouam I, Manjushri, thetreasure

of wisdom.

Particularly, with effort, | learned assiduoudly,

Thedifficult pointsof philosophica treatises,

Which aonearethe gateway for ordinary beingsto establish
ultimatereality.

Reflecting thus, the aspired goa turnsnoble.

Immensealy grateful toyouam I, Manjushri, thetreasure

of wisdom.
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6. Despitethegreat deal of effort | putinlearningthe
treatisesof Sutraand Tantra,
By no meanswas| further away from thosewho are
untrained and illiterate
Intermsof the practice and explanation of the profound
meaning.
Therefore, relying onwritings on subtlelogical waysto
discern the profound, particularly by AryaNagarjuna,
| thoroughly learned al the pointswhich lead to theright
view.
Reflecting thus, the aspired goal turnsnoble.
Immensely grateful toyouam |, Manjushri, thetreasure

of wisdom.

7. Forthejourney to complete Enlightenment,
Therearetwo vehicles— Sutraand Mantra.
Aswidely renowned asthe sun and the moon,

|stheamazing superiority of Mantra(yana) over Sutra(yana).

8. Whileagreeingthat thisexpressionistrue,
If ascholar failsto enquireinto thisprofound vehicle, yet
clamsthat heisintelligent,

Where on earth can one find amore unwise person?
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Alas! Itisdeplorableto abandon the sublimepaththat is
soraretofind.

Redlizingthis, | diligently strovefor longintheVajravehicle,
The supremevehicleof theVictors,

The profound treasure trove of thetwo feats, rarer than the
Buddhas.

Reflecting thus, the aspired goa turnsnoble.

Immensely grateful toyouam |, Manjushri, thetreasure

of wisdom.

9. For thoseignorant of the modes of the path of thethree
lower Tantric schools,
Decisively proclaiming the superiority of Highest YogaTantra
over al other Tantric schools, ismerebelief.
Redlizingthiswell, | familiarized myself for long,
With the general and specific expositionsof thethree
lineages of Action Tantralike Sangwa Chi-Gyued, Request
of Subahu and Samten Chima.
Reflecting thus, the aspired goa turnsnoble.
Immensely grateful toyouam |, Manjushri, thetreasure of

wisdom.

10. | learned VVairochana Sambodhi, theforemost of the second
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Tantric school - Performance Tantra. | gained good insight
intoit.

Reflecting thus, the aspired goal turnsnoble.

Immensely grateful toyouam |, Manjushri, thetreasure

of wisdom.

.| trained in Palden Dhe-Nyid Dhue-Pay Gyued the
supremes of the third Tantric school —Yoga Tantra, and the
Commentaria Tantras Dorji Tsemo and so forth.

By training inthe abovetexts| experienced thejoyous

feat of Yoga Tantra.

Reflecting thus, the aspired goa turnsnoble.

Immensely grateful toyouam |, Manjushri, thetreasure of

wisdom.

. | learned Guhyasamaja, the Father Tantra, the Mother Yoga
TantrasHevajraand Chakrasamvara, aswell astheir Root
and Commentarial Tantras. | alsolearned The StainlessLight
whichilluminatesthe KalachakraTantra, agreat tradition
which differsin exposition from the other Tantras.

These, the Highest Yoga—thefourth,

Areaswidely known asthe sun and the moon to the masters
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of the AryaLand.

Reflecting thus, the aspired goal turnsnoble.
Immensely grateful toyouam |, Manjushri, thetreasure
of wisdom.

This concludes the section where, initially, | strove extensively
in studies.

13. Next, | stroveinthegathering of all conducivefactors. For
long, I madefervent supplication with unwavering faithin
Manjudhri,

The supreme being who eliminatesthe mental darkness of
disciples,

That thetexts might resound within me aspithinstructions.
Reflecting thus, the aspired goa turnsnoble.

Immensely grateful toyouam |, Manjushri, thetreasure of

wisdom.

14. Throughthiseffort, | wasabletoimmaculately discernthe
infalibility of theLamrim,
that istransmitted by Nagarjunaand Asanga.
Thereby the Paramitatexts, the sublime of al the profound,
resonated as pithinstructions.

Reflecting thus, the aspired goa turnsnoble.
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Immensely grateful toyou am |, Manjushri, thetreasure of

wisdom.

15. Inthisland of the Northern direction, among thelearned and
unlearned,

Thereisunanimous proclamation that the genre of
epistemol ogy — Compendium of Valid Cognition and the
seven treati ses on epi stemol ogy — contain no exposition on
the stages of experience along thejourney to enlightenment.

Yet, the approving advice given by Manjushri to Dignaga,

“You composethis (Compendium of Valid Cognition),

thiswill beaneyetoal sentient beingsinthefuture,” is

considered valid by them.

16. Seeingthisto bethegreatest contradictory statement, |
especially explored and anal ysed this subject.
| studied theforward and reverse reasoning to bring
confidenceinthe ReliableAuthority (for aguideto enlighten-

ment), the content of the supplicatory words of the

Compendium of Valid Cognition.
(Thus) aprofound conviction aroseinmeintheinfalibility
of the Buddhafor those seeking completeliberation.

This, inturn, engendered anin depth convictionin His
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teachings,which alone arethe gateway to the aspired libera-

tion.

17. Therearoseinmean unexcelled joy, over (seeing) that this
reasoning gave birth to an understanding of how to synthesize
all the salient aspects of the path of thetwo vehicles.

Reflecting thus, the aspired goa turnsnoble.

Immensely grateful toyouam |, Manjushri, thetreasure of

wisdom.

18. Then, by putting effort into the comparative study of the
Bodhisattva Grounds and the Sutra Alankara (Ornament of
Sutra),

All theteachings of Maitreyaand hisfollowers appeared to
me as practical instructions.
Reflecting thus, the aspired goa turnsnoble.

Immensely grateful toyou am |, Manjushri, thetreasure of
wisdom.

19. Through the Sksasamuccaya (Compendium of Training) in

particular,
Whichisacompilation of numeroustexts of vastnessand

profundity, givinginsightintothevital aspectsof thepath,

| understood well how to bring into practicetextssuch as
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the Sutrasasamuccaya (Compendium of Sutras) by
Nagarjuna.
Reflecting thus, the aspired goal turnsnoble.

Immensely grateful toyou am |, Manjushri, thetreasure of
wisdom.

20. Throughthepithinstructionse oquently spoken by
Sengyay Sangwa,
| am ableto understand well all the salient points of the
path of Samten Chima (L atter Concentration) and
Vairochana Sambodhi (Namnang Nongjang) as pith
instructions.
Reflecting thus, the aspired goal turnsnoble.

Immensely grateful toyou am |, Manjushri, thetreasure of
wisdom.

21. Thoughitisrelatively easier to understand that the
principal features of the paths of Palden Dhe-Nyid Dhuepa
are subsumed under the Three M editative Concentrations,
Because of Master Sangyay Sangwa’ s succinct explanation
of the profound practices by intertwining the three—Root,
Commentarial and the associated Tantric texts,
And because of hisexplanation of the profound practices of

thethree Tantrasin conformity with (Kamalashila's)
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Bhavana Krama (The Stages of Meditation),

My mental darknesswasdispelled.

Reflecting thus, the aspired goa turnsnoble.
Immensely grateful toyouam |, Manjushri, thetreasure

of wisdom.

22. Theultimateof al the sublimeteachingsof theBuddhais
Highest Yoga Tantra. Exceptionally profound among themis
Shree Guhyasamaja, the king of Tantras.

In relation to this Tantra, theimmacul ate teacher Nagarjuna

saidthus: “Itisthroughthe Guru’soral instructionsand by
following the Commentaria Tantrasthat onewill gaininsight
into the features of the path outlined in the Root Tantras, as
set forth and sealed in the (explanation system, known as) six

corners and four modes.”

23. Viewingthisasessential, | familiarized mysalf with the
ultimateingtructionsof theArya stradition Guhyasamaja-
Dhorjay (Summary Exposition), Choedue (Compendium of
Conducts), Namshak (Exposition of Points) and soforth.
With great effort, with the help of (Chandrakirti’s)

Prasannapada (Clear Lamp), | practised the Root Tantra by

synthesising thefive great commentarial treatises.
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Asaresult of training (thus), | accomplished the two stages
of Guhyasamajain general and all the themes of the
Completion Stagein particular.

Reflecting thus, the aspired goal turnsnaoble.

Immensely grateful to youam |, Manjushri, thetreasure of

wisdom.

24. By virtueof this, the salient points of many setsof Tantras,
like Kalachakra and Dhay-ghay appeared as pith instruc
tions. | have already explained in other compositions. Herel
ammerely mentioning it for thewise ones.
Reflecting thus, the aspired goa turnsnoble.
Immensely grateful toyouam |, Manjushri, thetreasure of
wisdom.

This concludes the second section on how in the middle, all
treatises appeared as pith instructions.

25. Having becomeatreasure source of pithinstructions,
| endeavoured to familiarize myself with the comprehensive
path of the common paths of the two Mahayanas and with
the two stages of the uncommon path.
Reflecting thus, the aspired goa turnsnoble.

Immensely grateful toyouam |, Manjushri, thetreasure
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of wisdom. Root Tantra

26. Sinceitissaidthat the Gangesriver of Bodhisattva's
prayersissubsumed inthe prayer to uphold the Buddha
Dharma, | dedicateall roots of virtues accumulated, towards
the proliferation of the Buddha Dharma.
Reflecting thus, the aspired goal turnsnoble.
Immensely grateful toyouam |, Manjushri, thetreasure of
wisdom.

This concludes the third section on how, in the end, | pratised
night and day and dedicated all virtues towards the prolifera-
tion of Dharma.

| composed thisto revea my redizations,
Toextensively multiply my virtuesand properly guidethe
many intelligent and fortunate onesto the unmistaken
gateway.
By the power of the collection of virtues obtained thus,
May all sentient beingsuphold the unsurpassabl e actions of
the Buddha, by following these stages,
And enter the path that pleases the Buddhas.

Colophon:

205



